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by the measures taken to wait upon and meet them ; and the news of the 16th of March, was that " all preparations for war were certainly laid aside for the year." But the death of the Emperor Matthias on the 10th opened new questions ; and we have evidence that towards the end of April our relations with Spain were in some shape or other under consideration of the Council. " The last week," writes Lorkin on the 26th of April, " all such as had received letters out of Spain were by particular summonses commanded to bring the same to the Council Table, there to be perused. I cannot understand the true cause; but I conjecture it may be to discover by the several advertisements from all parts whether the King of Spain resumes again his former designs of raising forces now upon the fresh news of the Emperor's death." In the mean time the Elector Palatine was in active correspondence with his father-in-law, and. with all persons who were likely to have influence with him, hoping to engage England in the cause of the Bohemian revolution, and obtain aid of money and men. One of his projects was to get the Duke of Savoy made Emperor, and it was about this time that he sent De Plessen, one of his principal councillors, to England, in order to engage James in the support of it. It was probably by the hands of De Plessen that Bacon received a letter from him, the purport of which we do not know, but which most likely related to the same business; and though Bacon in his answer confined himself of course to general expressions of sympathy and good-will, yet as assistance to the Bohemian Protestants in any shape would necessarily lead to a breach of friendly relations with Spain, and as this was the crisis when the decision should be taken if it was to be taken at all, nothing seems more natural than that he should turn his thoughts to a serious consideration of the case, as a matter of policy, and set down a note of his conclusions. For the drawing up therefore of a shortme other year for some attempt not spoken of now."
